FLOWERS of HAKUSAN Yoshifumi Kimura
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Over the years | have made many trips to Hakusan but
have never really noticed the mountain®s flowers. My
subject was always panoramic views of a landscape so
beautiful that 1 thought nothing of the difficulties of
climbing in snow and rain.

However, a few years ago, | began to see another face
of Hakusan. In search of a new way of presenting
Hakusan in my photography, 1 took as the subject for my
present book the flowers | had always known were there
but had never really appreciated. This was my chal-
lenge in search of a new representation of Hakusan.

It is said that alpine flowers thrive best under the
most severe conditions. These tiny flowers buried
under the deep snow in winter can grow only a few mili
centimeters in summer when the temperature is still low
and the hours of sunlight are short. |1 believe that
what human beings call "severe® weather is in fact not
so severe for alpine flowers.

Hakusan is isolated from Japan Alps, so its alpine belt is
limited to the area near the summit. Its altitude of
2702m is at the lower limit of the alpine belt, and
Hakusan is positioned at the west end of the high mountain
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area. Hakusan is called a "mountain of flowers", but the
flowers here are not exempt from the influence of global
warming. They are struggling to survive.

Hakusan®s flowering season is relatively early prob-
ably because of its lower altitude and latitude for a
high mountain. Rainfall is high, so flowers are ex-
posed to rain when they are in bloom. The petals of
Chinguruma and Iwagikyo sometimes tear because of the
heavy rain. So when I look at the damaged blooming
flowers. | do nothing except admire them. It is not
their fault, but damaged flowers are not very photoge-
nic. A tiny scratch on a petal can ruin a whole
photograph. 1 am often crawling on the ground looking
through a magnifying glass for "Ms Perfect". Love
blinds a man to all imperfections, but a human model
needs to have some distinct beauty. The same can be
said for flowers. Some day I hope to capture the
beauty of damaged flowers in bloom as they are.

The flowers may seem different in these photographs
showing how I felt and how I saw when I found each
flower.
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